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Rational Choice Theory
The 1983 film Trading Places produced by Aaron Russo and directed by John Landis is an exclusive mix of social satire, dark comedy and holiday movie. The movie is mainly on the main characters Billy Ray Valentine who first comes into the limelight as a con man and is perceived as a blind and legless veteran. The other major character is Louis Winthorpe III, who is a commodities broker. The two are forced to interchange their social status quo by the two Duke Brothers, who are super rich men engaged as little wagers involving human lives. The plot proceeds on where Valentine over a false allegation of stealing Winthorpe’s briefcase. Although he is innocent, being a black man dimmed him guilty.  The Duke Brothers then strips Winthorpe off his riches and hands them over to Valentine, over a bet that Valentine would be calling the shots in their commodity markets to their greater value added advantage.
The theory that best describes the crime in Trading Places film is rational choice theory. In criminology, this theory perceives an individual as a reasoning actor who is able to weigh the means and the end, costs and benefits and makes a rational choice. This theory is founded on the belief of behavioral choices which embraces the choice of an individual to engage in a criminal act based on intent and the reasoning that the possible benefits outweigh the risks. Mark Bond, an Associate professor of Criminal Justice writes that, “Rational choice theory has its fair share of non-supports, simply because the theory suggest criminals act rational in their thinking. It does not take a long time for an offender to plan or think about a crime of opportunity. The offender just acts or reacts to a given opportunity but this is still premeditation in their intent to make a choice and act upon this decision knowing if they are caught there will be legal consequences; however, the gain outweighs the risk” (Bond, 2015). Thus the reasoning that the reward is greater than the risks drives individuals into committing crime.
One of the essential crimes presented in the film is committed by the Duke Brothers. They are rich and this makes it possible for them to undertake almost anything, and make whatever they want to happen. Owing to this fact, the Brothers see an opportunity to intertwine the fates of Valentine and his false accuser Winthorpe. Their major business idea is serving as wagers, thus they wage on changing the positions of Valentine and Winthorpe. They thus take the risk of ripping Winthorpe off all his wealth including, his prestigious job, his fiancée, butler, limousine and self-respect and giving them to the poor street boy Valentine. They then make a lot of money as their bet and prediction turn out fruitful. This is very particular with the rational choice theory. The Duke Brothers sees the reward, and it outweighs the risk of unlawfully taking away Winthorpe’s wealth and assigning all of it to Valentine to their own advantage.
The action of the characters, the Duke Brothers applies very well to this theory. Their white collar crime is a risky and can bring them to serious penalties under the law. Bond explains that a criminal would premeditate and weighs the options of his choice and then decide to favor his personal benefit of committing a crime outweighs the chances of being discovered (Bond, 2015). This is exactly what the wager brothers engages in. They see the potential in Valentine to make greater steps in learning business skills and making more money and thus being more successful if given a chance than one of the people, Ivy Leaguer, who they had previously betted on. The risk is to find wealth and raise his status, and since he was falsely accused by the wealthy Winthorpe, he is the prime source. They steal from his everything and hands hem to Valentine. Therefore, it is easily perceived that the risk of stealing from Winthorpe was weighed against their waging interests and was outweighed. They thus omitted the crime as the benefit is greater than being caught.
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